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Attention Linguists!

Are you willing to share
the spirit of Pentecost on
June 4 at the 10:30 a.m.
service? Do you read Ital-

If you are interested in par-
ticipating in this special
celebration on Pentecost

Sunday, please call the par-
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ish office by Wednesday,
May 24. We will email
the reading, and you will
need to find a translation.
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Dear Friends:

The Great Fifty Days of Easter continues throughout the month of May this year, culminating in the Day of Pentecost
on June 4. I don’t want to lose this opportunity to thank once more the large number of ministers who contributed to
our worship experience at the Vigil and on Easter Day. It was all so very beautiful, and Nancy and I are grateful to
labor among so many committed to the rich liturgical cycle of the Church and its expression here at Holy Trinity.

May has a number of major feast days—all somewhat diminished in our collective consciousness by the grandeur of
Easter—but they are St. Philip and St. James (May 1); Ascension Day (May 25 or 40 days after Easter Day); and the
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (May 31). And let’s not forget Memorial Day, a secular holiday that ushers in
the frantic summer travel season. Principal among these is Ascension Day—one of ten Principal Feasts of the year—
and we are especially called to observe that one.

While I feel of a twinge of guilt in not lobbying for a celebration of St. Philip and St. James, I do admit it’s difficult to
whip up a lot of enthusiasm for them. Part of the challenge is there are few Gospel citations, and which “James” are we
talking about anyhow? This one on May 1 is James the son of Alpheus or James the Less to distinguish him from the
son of Zebedee and from the brother of Jesus. This may be the one mentioned in Mark who with his mother Mary—
yet another Mary—watched the crucifixion from afar.

Philip is a bit more cited than James the Less. Jesus called him to discipleship right after Andrew and Peter, and Philip
then snagged his brother Nathanael. He was clearly the mathematician of the 12, telling Jesus that half a year’s wages
wouldn’t be enough to buy bread to feed 5000 people. He also asked Jesus at the Last Supper to show them the Fa-
ther—not cool, Philip. But for me Philip redeems himself in bringing some Greeks to meet Jesus, we would say bring-
ing some spiritual seekers to Holy Trinity to encounter the Risen Lord.

And so, my friends, Easter continues throughout May. It's a perfect time for family members or friends not yet bap-
tized to prepare for Holy Baptism that will be celebrated next on the Day of Pentecost (June 4). It’s also the perfect
time of the Christian year to bring others to the knowledge and love of Christ. Following on the heels of the Newcom-

























